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companies that had subsequently surrendered their
rights agaiato the Crown, later on either to individual
or associated proprietors, some of whom had also sur-
rendered their rights, or without any intermediate
agency, to settlements that desired to combine and
constitute a colony. Government by charter belongs
to a very early phase of English constitutional history.
Just because the King was elected he had to give cer-
tain undertakings in order to secure election. These
undertakings originally took the form of charters.
VCilliam the Conqueror, for example,, issued a charter
after Hastings in which he declared that he would
abide by the laws of King Edward. As a matter of
fact, Edward the Confessor had not issued a set of
laws at all. Earlier Kings had done so, but their laws
were not new enactments but statements of existing
customs, often made more definite and sometimes
amplified, which the King undertook to observe.
These charters culminated in Magna Carta. Subse-
quent charters repeated its provisions with occasional
modifications, and in 1297, eighty-two years after the
great charter was issued, the document known as the
Confirmatio Cartarwn, which is really a statute though
it tikes the form of a charter, incorporated its provi-
sions in the formal law of the land. English constitu-
tional history in the earlier period consists largely of
the process of transition from government by charter
to government by statute.

There is no parallel transition in American history.
When the charter issued by King James I to the Lon-
don Company authorised the colonisation of Virginia,